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How You helped James Finish His Race
After moving from Kansas this past winter, James 

soon discovered how brutal Ohio winters can be.  
Stranded and suddenly homeless for several days 
James ended up with frostbite on his feet!  He found 
safe, warm shelter and a renewed hope at Refuge of 
Hope.

“I guess you could say I lost all hope and motivation 
after being abandoned,” James said.  He spent several 
months walking around the shelter in slippers and 
allowing his feet to heal.

In April, James was volunteering at the Hall of 
Fame Marathon o�  ce with several other Refuge of 
Hope shelter residents. He came back to the mission, 
excitedly, holding a race number and registration to 
run in the 5K!  Jim Chaney, race director, encouraged 
him and soon James was running every day to 
prepare.  

Noticing his tennis shoes were worn a week before 
his race, Refuge of Hope sta�  purchased James new 
tennis shoes for his big day.  James � nished 45th in 
the race and 5th in his age group! Because 
of you James was able to literally get 
back up on his feet and make his 
dream a reality…a dream he has 
had since high school. 

“I just wanted to thank all the people who donate 
and volunteer at Refuge of Hope.  I’m not sure where 
I would be if it wasn’t for their kindness,” James 
shared. “Refuge of Hope helped me get healthy again, 
encouraged me to succeed with my goal, and I thank 
God it exists! Now I am working on another race which 
is to secure employment and housing,” explained 
James.

James has new-found hope for his future and with 
his faith in God he is ready to move forward with his 
life.In April, James was volunteering at the Hall of 

Fame Marathon o�  ce with several other Refuge of 
Hope shelter residents. He came back to the mission, 
excitedly, holding a race number and registration to 
run in the 5K!  Jim Chaney, race director, encouraged 
him and soon James was running every day to 

Noticing his tennis shoes were worn a week before 
his race, Refuge of Hope sta�  purchased James new 
tennis shoes for his big day.  James � nished 45th in 
the race and 5th in his age group! Because 
of you James was able to literally get 
back up on his feet and make his 
dream a reality…a dream he has 
had since high school. 
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You, yes, you make it possible for Refuge of Hope to reach out to meet the many needs 
of homeless men in our Shelter, hungry families in our Meal Ministry, and those in our 

community who need our assistance.  Together we are making a di� erence in their lives.

We are excited to announce that Refuge of Hope is 
in the early stages of raising the funds to build a new 
facility a couple blocks from our current location!

Because of the severe overcrowding in both of 
our ministries, lack of proper storage throughout the 
building, and on-going repairs to an old facility, we 
took the � rst step and completed a feasibility study 
last fall.  

Since then, God has been working in the hearts of 
many as we formed a steering committee with many 
volunteers. We are currently in the quiet phase as we 
reach out to foundations, businesses, and our major 
donors. 

We will be posting more updates on our website 
and through our newsletter to keep you informed 
along the way.  If you would like more information on 
how to participate in the campaign please contact 
Jo Ann Carpenter at 330-280-2153 or her email at 
jcarpenter@refugeofhope.org.

This new building will allow us to continue; 

1)  meeting the ever growing needs of the men, 
women, and children we serve through providing 
shelter for homeless men, meals for hungry 
families, and hope for so many in Stark County

2)  increasing the services that are available to those 
we serve

3)  increasing collaboration with other like-minded 
social service agencies in our community

B U I L D I N G  H O P E :

Laying Foundations for Their Future

$4 MILLION CAPITAL CAMPAIGN
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Yes! I want to help families like Rebecca & Klayton, by providing hot meals, safe 
shelter to men like James, and HOPE for a better life!  Your gift today will make a 
di� erence to hurting men, women, and children in Stark County! THANK YOU!

For your convenience,  on-line 
donations are accepted on 

our website: 
www.refugeofhope.org

Thank You!Thank You!

Name:  __________________________________________________________________

Address:  ________________________________________________________________ 

City:  ___________________________________ State:  _______  Zip: ______________

How you can contribute to Refuge of Hope Ministries

❏  $50.00       ❏  $100.00       ❏  $150.00       ❏  Other: $ ____________________________

Credit Card:   ❏ Visa   ❏ MasterCard   ❏ Discover   ❏ Exp.:  _______   ❏  CVV# _______

Card Number:  ___________________________   Signature:  _____________________

� ank you on behalf of those who bene� t from the work of Refuge of Hope Ministries made possible through 
your generous gi� . Tax deductible information will be mailed with your donation receipt.

“I was completely out of soy formula for my 
9- month-old son, and through your donations to 
Refuge of Hope I was able to feed my little boy! 
Thank you Refuge of Hope donors and sta� ,” 
Rebecca said.  

As a new mom, struggling with homelessness and 
a growing baby Rebecca miscalculated the amount 
of formula she had for her son the last week of the 
month.  Through her tears she asked if we had any soy 
formula to help her get through the next two days 
until the � rst of the month.

Baby formula is not something we typically stock 
in our pantry.  Discovering what other foods Klayton 
could eat, we put together enough food to feed both 
of them until Rebecca’s assistance renewed in just two 
days. “We took Rebecca’s crisis seriously and as soon 
as she said she had no food for Klayton, we got busy 
packing up a box of food for her,” said U-Londa Hicks, 
Meal Ministry Assistant. “That’s just what we do here at 
Refuge of Hope!”

Rebecca and Klayton were staying at a women’s 
shelter just down the street from Refuge of Hope and 
were regular dinner guests.  At twenty, a new mom, 
homeless, and alone in a new city, Rebecca soon made 
friends with the volunteers and sta�  at Refuge of 
Hope’s Meal Ministry.  

Your donations allow us to go the extra mile 
to help those in need.  Thank you for making a 
di� erence not only to Rebecca and Klayton, but to all 
the men, women, and children who daily live in dire 
circumstances in our community.

Through your compassionate donations, Rebecca was able 
to feed her son Klay�on ast er r�nning out of baby for�ula
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We Love Our 
Volunteers, Thank You 
For A�  You Do!
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