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MEALS for the hungry, SHELTER for homeless men, and HOPE for those in need.

“We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope.” Martin Luther King, Jr.

Because you gave HOPE,

fifteen men were able to begin a new chapter in life!
A homeless shelter is the last place any man
wants to live. But, for the men at Refuge of
Hope, it is home. They are staying in a warm,
safe place as the weather turns colder.
Nutritious meals and hot showers are
provided. At the end of the day, they have
hope for a brighter future and fresh start!
The men photographed are first-hand
witnesses of how hope can become a reality
when they all received keys to their Gateway
2 housing development apartments.
Arriving at Refuge of Hope with almost
nothing. . . now each has his own apartment.
Scott Schnyders, Men’s Shelter Manager,
explains, “We worked with these 15 men
to help them complete the necessary
paperwork and to give them beds, furniture
and household items to furnish their new
homes. It was very emotional to see them,
keys in hand, ready to move.”
Moving out is a step in the right direction as these men continue to work through the situations that led
them to be homeless in the first place. Refuge of Hope is right here beside them during this exciting
transition period offering meals, guidance and hope. Two men who were among those moving out
offered parting thoughts about ROH, “ROH put me with sober friends and I stopped drinking,” one said. A
second man summed up his feelings about ROH when he noted that “staying here was a blessing for me.”
Speaking of blessings, may each of these men experience many as they begin a new journey in their lives.
Your prayers and generous support, financially and through donated furniture and household items, are
invaluable. These caring gifts are instrumental in turning an empty, cold apartment into a home, truly a
new beginning.

From the men you have helped, thank you for your continued support for Refuge of Hope Ministries!
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Men, women and children are homeless
and hungry so partner with us

Figh

From Executive Director Duane Wykoff. . . .
2011 is fading fast, soon to be but a memory. Looking back, it has
been an amazing year at Refuge of Hope (ROH) to say the least.
A major highlight of the year was moving our clients, guests and staff
into our newly renovated building. What made this move
even more special was air conditioning. During a hot, humid
period, we were able to provide air conditioned facilities where
previously there was none. To be able to live, sleep, eat and work in
more comfort was truly a blessing.
A second highlight of the year was moving into our newly renovated building. On May 17th, nearly 200
guests, including Canton Mayor Healy and American Gospel Rescue Missions President, John Ashmen,
braved a damp, windy day to help dedicate the new facility. The joyful ceremony and the actual move
into the new site once again proclaimed the faithfulness of a loving and caring God.
Another highlight was our ability to serve the increasing number of men, women, and children seeking a
hot meal or safe shelter. In 2011, for the third consecutive year, more meals were served through August
than for the entire previous year. We serve 36,355 meals in 2010 and topped that number by October,
2011. We will finish the year with well over 40,000 meals served.
Our 34-bed emergency and transitional housing shelter is a safe haven for men to sort through issues
that caused them to be homeless in the first place. Unfortunately, the number of men seeking refuge
at our shelter also continues to grow. Bedded nights provided have increased from 8,800 in 2008 to
over 11,000 in 2011.
What will 2012 bring? Obviously, more change, challenges and opportunities. What won’t change for
ROH, however, is our focus on serving God by meeting the needs of the less fortunate. We will continue
to promote an atmosphere that exemplifies God’s love, hope and saving grace through Jesus Christ.
And, we will treat all who walk through our doors with compassion and respect because each person,
regardless of his/her personal circumstances, has value and worth in God’s eyes.
Regardless of the year, one fact is constant. . . many people in our community who are hurting and
in need look to us for help. We, in turn, ask you to partner with us to make certain that help is always
available. You can feed the hungry and shelter homeless men. But, most importantly, you can make
a significant difference by providing hope to so many who have so little.
Our 2nd Annual Christmas Gala will be held once again at Glenmoor Country Club on December 3rd.
We hope you will join us for a great meal and a fun evening, a perfect way to start the December
holiday season. It is also a wonderful opportunity to help meet the needs of the less fortunate who have
very little to celebrate.

From the Refuge of Hope Board and staff, we wish you and yours a wonderful Thanksgiving
and a most joyous Christmas season filled with God’s richest blessings.
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Like us on facebook

www.refugeofhope.org

ht Poverty!

ROH launches the Tend My Sheep initiative
Jesus said to Simon Peter a second time, “Simon, son of John, do you
love Me?” Simon said to Jesus, “Yes Lord; You know that I love You.”
Jesus said to him, “Tend My Sheep.” (John 21:16).
As we move through the holiday seasons into a new year, Refuge of
Hope (ROH) will continue to focus on those in need of a hot meal,
safe shelter and most importantly, hope for a better tomorrow. You
can also serve the less fortunate by getting involved with ROH’s
TEND MY SHEEP initiative.
You can feed and shelter those in need…one day at a time!!
A $1,200 sponsorship covers ROH’s operating expenses for a day.
Donate for a child’s birthday, in memory of a loved one or just
because you’ve been blessed and you want to be a blessing
to others. You can tend to the hungry, homeless and those in
poverty by covering the cost of one or more days or touch a life by
providing hope with a gift of $100 each month during the year to
cover our expenses for a day.
Please prayerfully consider a TEND MY SHEEP sponsorship and you
can help transform lives through the gift of hope one day at a time.
Every day is slightly different as the shelter men interact with our staff,
volunteers, and local social service agencies. Here is a glimpse of
what your day-sponsorship accomplishes:
Monday nights with the Men
Mentoring Men group through
Love Canton, a faith-based
partnership with ROH
A typical day in the
ROH shelter consists of. . .
• wake up at 6:00am
• hot coffee, muffins, hot shower
• devotional time at 7:00am
Your day may include. . . .
• attend a job fair
• meet social worker or parole officer
• establish process for
subsidized-government housing
• attend an Alcoholics or Narcotics
Anonymous class
• enjoy a hot meal in the Hope dining room.
You may be assigned chores such as:
• help prepare meals
• facility cleaning
• launder bed linens

Material Gifts Needed

• Boxer Briefs (S, M, L, XL, XXL)
• Briefs (M, L)
• Boxers (S, M, L, XL, XXL)
• Crew Socks
• Winter Gloves
• Towels
• Pillows
• Deodorant
BUS TICKETS – We are always in
need of 31-day bus passes.
SETTING UP HOUSE
Everything from new or slightly
used furniture to cooking items is
needed for men moving into
permanent housing.
Please visit our website for a
detailed list of specific items
needed.

A typical day includes
6 staff members and over
20 volunteers to accomplish
the daily tasks at ROH

Partner with Us!

Please prayerfully consider
becoming a Circle of Hope partner
by committing to a monthly
financial gift to Refuge of Hope.
Become a Tend My Sheep
sponsor and cover ROH’s
operating expenses for a day. By
contributing a one-time $1,200 gift
you can feed and shelter those in
need . . . one day at a time!
Financial contributions are
accepted on-line by visiting our
website www.refugeofhope.org
and click on the Tend My Sheep
logo or click on How You Can Help.
Both will direct you to our secure
PayPal contribution site.
www.refugeofhope.org Visit our
website to learn more about ways
you can financially contribute to
ROH.

hands of Hope
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Volunteer Recognition Review
an evening at Hartville Kitchen

Board of Directors
Terry Seeberger
President

On the evening of Tuesday, October 25th, Refuge
of Hope paid tribute to their many faithful
volunteers by hosting a Volunteer Recognition
Dinner at Hartville Kitchen.

Al Buxton
Vice President

We are honored to have such loyal and caring
volunteers made up of dedicated individuals,
church groups and local business partnerships.
Your commitment to giving your time and labor
make a tremendous impact in providing basic
needs such as warm, safe shelter to men in need
of a temporary place to stay and hot, nutritious
meals for men, women, and children.

Marybeth Hinds
Secretary

Lois Ferrel
Treasurer

Spencer Mackert
and Leah Bailey,
pictured with
Executive Director,
Duane Wykoff.

Sonja White
Mickey Lawver
Emeritus
Rob Horger

The evening was filled with stories, laughter, and an opportunity for
everyone to come together and reacquaint themselves with so many
others with like-minded servant hearts. Attendees enjoyed a lovely dinner
which included the well-known Hartville Kitchen pies and received a
Refuge of Hope personalized candy bar to enjoy on the ride home!
This year, Refuge of Hope honored two of our
local youths. In recognition of superior
leadership and community compassion,
Refuge of Hope honored Spencer
Mackert and Leah Bailey as recipients
of the Youth in Philanthropy Award.
Spencer and Leah have displayed
leadership skills, project creativity, and
strategic fundraising capability to
successfully accomplish their target
goals. Spencer’s team custom-built a
shelving unit where men living in the shelter
can store their personal belongings. Leah created
a homeless education task-force to provide community awareness on
what it is like to live on the street and call a box a home. Participants spent
the night sleeping in a box. Leah’s project raised over $5,000.00 to benefit
Refuge of Hope.

Staff Members
Duane Wykoff
Executive Director
Mary Vivo
Operations Manager
Jeff McDonald
Accounting & Purchasing
Manager
Scott Schnyders
Shelter Manager
Jo Ann Carpenter
Meal Ministry Manager
Tim Petty
Intake Supervisor
Simon Horn
Weekend Intake Supervisor
find us on

On behalf of the Refuge of Hope staff members, Board of Directors, and
the clients and guests we serve, thank you to all our volunteers for your time
and dedication in providing care to the hungry, homeless and those living
in poverty.

Gifts in

Honor & Best Wishes

In Honor gifts and Birthday wishes were sent from family and friends to
Don Ludwig

Carl Young

Nina Bentzen

Special Birthday wishes to Gertrude McCormick in celebration of her 86th birthday!
If you would like to give a gift in memory of a loved one, to honor a special person
or mark a special occasion, please mail your financial gift to:
Refuge of Hope * P O Box 9361 * Canton, Ohio 44711

P.O. Box 9361
Canton, Ohio 44711
Phone: 330-453-1785
www.refugeofhope.org

