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You made it possible…

In the last 3 years over 300 men have moved from our shelter into their own housing!
… and only 14 have returned to stay with us a second time. That is an incredible success rate of over 90%.

YOU MADE IT ALL POSSIBLE BY PROVIDING:
Financial donations while they stayed with us
Clothing donations when they arrived with nothing
Food donations to help feed them
Furniture and small household item donations to set up a new home
Volunteer hours to serve them
Prayers for a changed life and second chance
Hope

Please turn to page 2 and read about a few of the men who moved from
Refuge of Hope and what is happening in their lives today.
refugeofhope.org
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YOU helped them when they were homeless, but…

Where Are They Now?
WALT ACKERMAN – Walt became homeless after a terrible addiction to cocaine
that caused him to lose his home and family. He cried, “God, please help me!”
After he moved into the men’s shelter at Refuge of Hope Walt began the hard
work to overcome his addiction and rebuild his life.
Where is he now? Walt is working as the weekend night supervisor for Refuge of
Hope and managing an apartment project with Stark Metropolitan Housing. He
has reconnected with his family, dotes on his three grandchildren, and has the
opportunity to minister to the men in our shelter who are struggling with some
of the same issues Walt once had.
BRIAN SPARGROVE – Brian has stayed at Refuge of Hope
twice in the last seven years. Addiction was not Brian’s
issue, but rather extended unemployment led him to
become homeless.
Where is he now? Brian found employment while staying
at Refuge of Hope. He was
then able to move into his
own housing several years
ago. “It was hard when
I got laid off again, but
Refuge of Hope welcomed
me back until I could find
another job,” Brian said. It
did not take long before he
was gainfully employed and
moved into the apartment
where he has been for the
last three years.
Brian chooses to give back
to Refuge of Hope by
volunteering and he has
helped to pick up donations when we call on him. Brian
has stayed connected to us because we have become part
of his second family.

ED WINGERTER– Being addicted to alcohol and drugs
for over 40 years, Ed was at rock bottom. Living out of his
van, not caring if he lived or died, Ed had lost all hope. His
daughter was determined to try one last time and searched
many parking lots to find him. Pounding on that van door
the morning after Ed had attempted to commit suicide, she
was able to inspire him to seek help so he could be a part
of her life. A year later, Ed celebrated the birth of his first
granddaughter.
Where is he now?
Just a couple weeks ago
Ed was laid off from his job
but he is not letting this
setback get him down.
He has already submitted
many applications to other
potential employers. He is
even thinking of starting
his own business using the
techniques he created at his former job.
“The beginning of the transformation in my life and
the process of that is something I will work on now and
until the day I die,” Ed said. “I have had to tighten my
belt now and I was discouraged when I was laid off, but I
am clean and sober and God is at work in my life.”

You, yes, you make it possible for Refuge of Hope to reach out to meet the many needs of homeless men
in our Shelter, hungry families in our Meal Ministry, and those in our community who need our assistance.
Together we are making a difference in their lives.

P.O. Box 9361, Canton, OH 44711 • Ph: 330-453-1785
www.refugeofhope.org
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Join us for our
Spring Banquet Celebration
This year we will be celebrating the men who have

April 25, 2017

moved out of our shelter in the last few years. You will

6:00 pm
Hartville Kitchen

hear their compelling testimonies of how they were

Reservations:
330-453-1785

able to start again because of you!

There is no cost to attend the banquet. However,
this is a fundraising event and you will be given the
opportunity at the end of the evening to financially
support men like Walt, Ed, Brian, and so many more.
Reservations can be made by calling Julia or Lou at 330-453-1785.
This is going to be a night to remember so call now for your reservations! See you there.
Yes! I want to help men like Walt, Brian & Ed, by providing hot meals, safe shelter,
and HOPE for a better life! Your gift today will make a difference to hurting men,
women, and children in Stark County!
Name: __________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________
City: ___________________________________ State: _______ Zip: ______________
How you can contribute to Refuge of Hope Ministries
❏ $50.00

❏ $100.00

❏ $150.00

❏ Other: $ ____________________________

Credit Card: ❏ Visa ❏ MasterCard ❏ Discover ❏ Exp.: _______ ❏ CVV# _______
Card Number: ___________________________ Signature: _____________________
Thank you on behalf of those who benefit from the work of Refuge of Hope Ministries made possible through
your generous gift. Tax deductible information will be mailed with your donation receipt.

refugeofhope.org

Thank You!
For your convenience, on-line
donations are accepted on
our website:
www.refugeofhope.org
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In 2016 you provided over
30,000 volunteer hours.
We could not serve the
men, women and children
without you!
Many thanks for all you do.

refugeofhope.org

