


(SEE ABOVE) Melanie Hall, volunteer,
handcrafted a beautiful wreath to ente
a competition at West eld Mall along
with other non-pro ts in the area.
Please stop by the food court, vote for
our wreath and help win $1,500 for
Refuge of Hope!!

UNFORTUNATELY LAST
staying in the shelter experienced the
loss of their mothers; fortunately, from
generous donors we were able to
provide them with suits and shoes to
wear to the funerals

WE CAN USE ANY 'ORD{
'&3 COUPONS ALONG
discounts when we purchase from
THEM '&3 #OUPONS ARH
Entertainment Book

2EFUGE OF (OPE HAS
hundreds of coats and socks to men,
women and children in the community
from your thoughtful donations

)

\‘ REFUGE of HOPE
MINISTRIES

one but the men stayipihe
much to look forward %
thankful.

They have already decorated their tree while lis-
tening to Christmas music and enjoying delicious
pies provided from the Hartville Kitchen the night

before Thanksgiving.

On Christmas Eve we will host an evening meal
at Refuge of Hope for the community and will be
joined by Love Canton families and staff. After
the meal we will adjourn to the new Love Canton Facility on Walnut Street for a spe-
cial Christmas Eve Service.

ROH Residents Trim Tree

Christmas Day will begin with gifts for the men in the shelter, lunch prepared just for
them and concluding the day with an evening meal for the community.

Being homeless at Christmas does not mean you are alone when Refuge of Hope
your family!

We wish you all a Merry Christmas!!

OVER 200 GUESTS COMING TO DINNER
AND THE ELECTRICITY GOES OUT! (?)

It's almost noon and you are expecting 200
dinner guests in ve hours. Construction
at the end of your street knocks out your
power and the meal cannot be prepared!
These are very special guests and you can-
not cancel dinner as they are counting on
you. What do you do now??

| This happened to Refuge of Hope the last
week of November. “Cancelling the meal

is just not an option we would accept,” explains Meal Ministry Manager, Jo Aan Car
penter. “Who could we call to help us? There are many generous donors who cam
to mind and we called one of them. Dan Mastroianni from Chicken Manor (pictured
above) stepped up to ‘the plate’ and helped provide 220 meals of potatoes and chicke
for the evening meal. What a blessing!”
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The power came back on in time for us to ad . B
vegetable to the meal along with dessert. G Chicken Manor ,
has placed many special people around Ref{ mll}’ 3
of Hope to provide for this ministry. We ar| Restaurant
sincerely grateful for each and every one
you... and particularly to our friend Dan fg
his help in this unique situation.




Falling Leaves...

On an exceptionally warm day in early November several residents of
Refuge of Hope shared their time and generosity by raking leaves and
cleaning up the grounds of Santa Clara Monastery. “Loving one another
with the charity of Christ, let the love you have in your hearts be shown
outwardly in your deeds so that compelled by such an example, the sis-
ters may always grow in love of God and in charity for one another.”
(Testament of St. Clare) This is a way of life that both ministries strive

- --.-p71 to hve each and every day.

other does not always have
to involve a monetary dona-
tion but can also be shown

through lending a hand
whenever and wherever
needed. God Bless Santa

~| Clara Monastery.

ROH Raking Crew [&

If Not You and

An old adage states that to truly understand another person’s troubles,
you must walk a mile in their shoes. In the middle of winter, a young
man stopped at Refuge of Hope asking for a place to sleep. He had
spent the previous night in the woods on the hard, cold ground covered
with leaves in an attempt to stay warm. Walk a mile in his shoes? To
be honest...I don’t want to walk 10 feet in those shoes let alone a mile.
How about you?

If you’re like me, you’ve never had to worry about where you will get
your next meal or had to decide in which doorway or alley you will
sleep on a freezing winter night. Many in Stark County, however, aren’t
blessed like you and me. These are the men, women and children that we
serve at Refuge of Hope every day of the year.

The severe impact of poverty, hunger and homelessness in our commu-
nity has been felt at Refuge of Hope. In 2008, we served 14,500 meals;

REFUGE OF ROPE

Has been hlessed to receive sponsorship funding from several
outstanding companies listed below. Please support these local
businesses and we thank each of them for their generosity in
partnering with us to serve the less fortunate in our community.
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Me, Then Who?

this year, over 60,000 meals. Our men’s emergency shelter, one of only
two in Stark County, has been occupied near, at or over capacity every
night for the past three years. We provided over 12,000 bedded nights
at Refuge of Hope in 2011 and unfortunately will eclipse that number
again this year.

Good Food. Good Life

With enough food to eat and a roof over our heads, we are blessed. We,
in turn, can and should be a blessing to others who lack these basic vital
necessities. In dealing with hunger, homelessness and poverty, there is
but one question we must each ask of ourselves — if I'm not willing to
help the less fortunate, than who will?

“When a poor person dies of hunger it did not happen because
God did not take care of him or her. It has happened because

neither you nor I wanted to give that person what he or

she needed.” — Mother Teresa
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For your convenience, Pay-Pal on-line
donations are accepted on our website

www.refugeofhope.org

I Yes, | want to help men, women and children this Christmas Season! Please use my gift

I 1o provide hot, nutritious meals and safe shelter o our neighbors in Stark County.

1

I Name:

: Address:

I City: State: Zip:

|

I How you can contribute to Refuge of Hope Ministries:

|9 $50.00 Q $150.00 a $100.00 O Other:

I CreditCard: Q Visa U Master Card 1 Expiration date: / /

: Card Number: Signature:

I Thank you on behalf of those who benefit from the work of Refuge of Hope Ministries made possible

| through your generous gift. Tax deductible information will be mailed upon donation receipt.
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We are here to serve hot nourishing meals
to your neighbors! We provide safe warm
shelter to homeless men in your county.

MEN’S SHELTER:
Socks, blankets, bed linens, wash cloths,
bath towels, shower shoes, stick deodorant,
men’s underwear and gloves

Daily hundreds of people in Stark County
face the prospect of going hungry. There
are families with incomes so low they
must decide whether to put food on their
table or pay the rent and utilities. Refuge
of Hope annually provides thousands of
free meals to help our community. We
also house homeless men in our emer-
gency/transitional housing shelter.

MEAL MINISTRY:
Please call
Jo Ann Carpenter (330-453-1785)
to see what the most immediate need is
for the week.

If you would like a staff member to speak
at your church, civic organization, busi-
ness, school or club, please contact Jo
Ann Carpenter at 330-453-1785. We have
an informative 4 minute video about our
Ministry and would love to share infor-
mation about the work we are doing lo-
cally in Stark County.

Is GOD stronger than CleI'ﬁSSiOIl.> continued from cover page

Homeless, broken, and seriously ill, Jeff found the hope he desperately needed through Refuge of Hope.
During a counseling session with Simon, Jeff found the Lord! “Perhaps it was my fear of God that pre-
vented me from asking Him into my heart. But that day when I prayed with Simon, it was different, I felt
it and I knew my life would be changed,” Jeff joyfully said. “I still have medical challenges to face and I
am still homeless, but for now Refuge of Hope is my home and my family! And I can find strength and
courage from God to deal with my problems.”

Jeff has been back in the hospital several times over the past few weeks but his spirits are good. Please
pray for Jeff and others like him who are struggling with difficult situations in their lives that lead to
depression, homelessness and a life they never thought they would be living. Pray also for the staff at
Refuge of Hope as we work with others though the problems of mental illness, addiction and other causes
of homelessness.

At the end of the day, these are real people, like Jeff, not just definitions of hopelessness or symptoms of
depression. They are God’s children and we are here to serve Him by serving them.

WWW.REFUGEOFHUOPE.OR
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Board of Directors

BOARD PRESIDENT
Terry Seeberger

VICE PRESIDENT
Marybeth Hinds

TREASURER
Lois Ferrel

SECRETARY
Sonja White

Al Buxton
Ed Laubacher
Mickey Lawver
Jeremy Linder
Randall Smith

Jason Tuma
Duane Wykoff

BOARD MEMBER EMERITUS
Rob Horger

Refuge of Hope Staff

Duane Wykoff
Executive Director
dwykoff@refugeofhope.org
330-453-1785 ext. 205

Susan Sleighter
Public Relations/Donor Development
ssleighter@refugeofhope.org
330-453-1785 ext. 202

Jeff McDonald
Accounting & Purchasing Manager
jmcdonald@refugeofhope.org
330-453-1785 ext. 201

Jo Ann Carpenter
Meal Ministry Manager/Donor
Development
jcarpenter@refugeofhope.org
330-453-1785 ext. 203

Simon Horn
Shelter Manager
shorn@refugeofhope.org
330-453-1785 ext. 204

Tim Petty
Shelter Supervisor
fpetty@refugeofhope.org
330-453-1785 ext. 204

Milo Blanchard
Weekend Shelter Supervisor
mblanchard@refugeofhope.org
330-453-1785 ext. 204
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P.O. Box 9361, Canton, Ohio 44711
Phone: 330-453-1785
www.refugeothope.org
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